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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

ERC Recognized for Its Efforts to Save the
Empire Mine Historic State Park

Date:  April 8, 2010
Contact:  Gil Mathew
               274-8455

The Nevada County Economic Resource Council recently received an inaugural State Parks Grassroots Champion Award from the California State Parks Foundation (CSPF) for its efforts to protect and advocate for California’s state parks in 2009. It was represented by Virginia Brunini on March 8 at the 2010 Park Advocacy Day Reception (PAD) which was held at the California Museum for History, Women & the Arts in Sacramento. Ms. Brunini spearheaded the volunteer efforts of the ERC to save the Empire Mine State Historic Park. Her efforts resulted in a total of 7244 signatures gathered and delivered to Governor Schwartzenegger, CA State Senator Aanestad, and CA Assemblyman Logue in Sacramento on July 23, 2009, five days before the State budget was signed.

In its letter of notification, CSPF stated that it typically “bestows annual Legacy Awards to selected legislators as part of its annual Park Advocacy Day activities.  While there were legislators who were sympathetic to state park issues in 2009, the tireless efforts of state park advocates to stop the closure of 220 state parks clearly stood out as the most powerful and effective achievements of 2009.”  As such, CSPF was proud to inaugurate a new award, the State Parks Grassroots Champion Award, and award it to 195 organizations statewide that actively participated in the SOS Campaign. 

The work and visibility this year to fight the 220-park closures – and subsequent 100-park closure threat – came from the grassroots, from the tens of thousands of Californians who took part in weekends of action, park rallies, petition-gathering drives, postcard-signing events, and more.  The ERC’s leadership and involvement in those efforts were, the letter stated, “… critical and essential to protecting the state parks.”  
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